
3

Reading 2: The Sexual State

Jennifer Roback Morse Notes
An excerpt from “The Sexual State,” a forthcoming book by Dr. 
Jennifer Roback Morse

At the heart of the Divorce Ideology is one simple idea: kids 
are so resilient that they do not really need their own parents. 
This idea salves many a guilty conscience over making 
these choices. This is the idea that allows adults to divorce, 
remarry, become single parents by choice, and use third party 
reproduction. This idea allows people to have sex with people 
they are not married to: they presume the resulting children, 
(if any) will be fine. They presume that their currently existing 
children will not mind them taking up with new lovers, forming 
new households and all the rest. Kids are resilient.

This idea is completely false. All its variants are equally false.

“I can safely abandon the mother of my child, and my child.”

“I can safely kick my child’s father out of the house.”

“As a judge or social worker, I can separate children from their 
parents, support one blameless parent against the other, and 
nothing bad will happen.”

“As an academic or journalist, I can safely promote the idea 
that marriage is unnecessary, probably oppressive, and after 
all, just a piece of paper.”

“The kids will be better off if I am happy.”

It takes a lot of propaganda to maintain the myth that the kids 
will be fine.
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The victims of the Divorce Ideology number in the millions. 
Everyone knows someone who has been affected by this 
ideology. All these people need to be silenced to maintain the 
fiction that the kids will be fine as long as their parents are 
happy. But over-writing nature on this scale is no small matter. 
The Revolutionaries need to enlist a lot of social effort, since 
their ideas do not accord with reality. The True Believers 
in the Sexual Revolution regard doing the impossible as a 
high moral duty. They believe themselves entitled to use all 
available social and political power to achieve their impossible 
goals. They believe working toward these high moral ends 
will give meaning to their lives and salvation to society. Since 
their premises are false and their goals are impossible, they 
will never be satisfied, no matter how much social change 
they generate. In fact, since the premises are false, every 
mistaken step compounds the previous mistaken steps. The 
True Believer becomes even less happy with every step of the 
“March of Progress.”

Some of this is masked by the fact that they sometimes have 
legitimate goals wrapped up inside their ideology. For example, 
many people agree that increasing women’s participation in 
higher education and the professions is a good thing. The 
Sexual Revolutionaries claim credit for every woman who 
has graduated from college since 1965. But they never stop 
to assess any collateral damage that their methods may 
have generated. Nor do they ask whether these legitimate 
objectives (behind which they hide their Revolutionary agenda) 
could have been achieved in some other way.

The Sexual Revolution needs the State because it needs 
enormous amounts of power to accomplish its impossible 
objectives. This one insight unlocks the key to the whole 
course of the Sexual Revolution. We are now in a position 
to see why the Sexual Revolution has morphed into a power 
grab, why it seems so overwhelming, why it is so seductive, 
why its propaganda seems so relentless, and why the downhill 
slide seems to be accelerating.
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Propping up this combination of half-truths and flat-out lies 
requires a lot of propaganda. Every TV sitcom showing the 
happy fatherless family is part of this effort to remake human 
nature. Ditto every movie showing jolly blended families. Speak-
ing of, The Huffington Post has a regular feature called “Blend-
ed Family Friday.” They describe it this way:

As part of our Blended Family Friday series, each week we 
spotlight a different stepfamily to learn how they successfully 
blended their two families. Our hope is that by telling their 
stories, we’ll bring you closer to blended family bliss in your 
own life! Want to share your own story? Email us at divorce@
huffingtonpost.com.

Most of these accounts are chipper reports from the adult’s 
point of view. I have not seen too many accounts written from 
the child’s perspective. The articles tend to downplay the prob-
lems, suggesting that with tenacity and determination, these 
problems can be overcome. This feature outrages my friends 
who are adult children of divorce. They feel it diminishes the 
negative experiences they had as children.

The propaganda for the divorce ideology causes real pain to 
real people. Those who have been harmed by family break-
down feel isolated. “If only my family was cooler and more 
together, we could be like those people on TV. We would not 
be having all these problems.” What if you and your family are 
more common than you believe, and the TV show characters 
are the unusual ones?

People who have made decisions that result in family break-
down undoubtedly sometimes do so based on the cultural 
narrative supporting the “freedom to divorce” and “the kids will 
be fine.” When they discover that all that freedom didn’t make 
them happy, that the kids really aren’t fine, many of these peo-
ple feel cheated, like freaks, like outliers. What if the difficulties 
you encounter are the norm and the TV characters are the 
freaks?
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Every instance of this propaganda victimizes the already-vic-
timized. Besides being hurt by their parents’ divorce, the 
children of divorce are subjected to the continual claim that 
they really are all right. And if they are not all right, there 
is something especially wrong with them. We take them to 
therapy. We prescribe medication for them. We ask them to 
deny the reality that is right in front of them. No wonder they 
are upset. No wonder they have stomach cramps, sleepless 
nights, psychological problems, and trouble with their school 
work. The divorce ideology and the propaganda that supports 
it is crazy-making. Honestly, it is a wonder that so many of the 
children of divorce do as well as they do. I cannot even imag-
ine what they go through.

I don’t care how often it happens. I don’t care how much 
propaganda attempts to normalize it. I will never consider it 
“normal” for children to be asked to do without one of their 
parents, without a really, really, good reason.

Tip: Remember that you 
are not required to believe 
everything you see, hear, or 
read on the internet. Give 
yourself a “media fast” if you 
feel you are being overly 
influenced.


